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The Honorable Charles L. Schultze 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

Dear Charlie: 

Following our 12 December meeting and after examination 
of the draft memorandum to the President which you handed me 
on 16 December, I asked my staff to review the problems involved 
in making the transition from the A-12 to the SR-71. In the process 
of this review, which is still in progress, new information of 
considerable significance has been brought to my attention. In 
particular, this involved data pertaining to SR-71 altitude and range 
performance which, when compared to the proven capability of the 
A-12, is of real concern to me in attempting to relate the performance 
of the SR-71 to my missions. In addition, as you know, I have mis- 
givings about the electronic warfare systems situation. In view of the 
above, I am reconsidering my previous position and feel that I need 
additional time to sort out and further verify the facts and examine in 
detail comparative mission performance characteristics of the two 
aircraft. 

I appreciate the urgency in getting this problem resolved 
but I am impelled to reassure myself on all aspects of the matter 
before firming my views. I, therefore, propose that we meet after 
1 January to review the pertinent facts and request you not forward a 
memorandum to the President until after our meeting. 

Sincerely, 

■/ s / Kicfcax-d HalmS 
Richard Helms 

OXCART HANDLE VIA BYEMAN 

TOP SECRET CONTROL SYSTEM 

25 YEA R RE-REVIEW 
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 





Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 


TOP SECRET 
OXCART 


BYE 2921-66 
Page 2 


Signature Recommended 


Acting Deputy Director for Science and Technology Date • 


D/SA/ 


fd (19 Dec 66) 


Distribution: 


#1 and #2 - Addressee 
#3- and #4 DCI 
#5 - DDCI 
#6 - Dr. Hornig 

#7 - Mr. Vance ■' - . ... 

#8 - Mr. Bross for Mr. Pat Coyne 
#9 - DDS&T Chrono 
#10 and #11“ DDS&T Registry 
#12 - D/SA 
#13 - Chrono 
#14 - RB/OSA 


# 18- — M r-i -Firseheaft-BOB 


*-/ Ci D j/ 


HANDLE VIA BYEMAN 
CONTROL SYSTEM 


OXCART 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 


////^ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 " 

" TOP SECKtl 

CONTROL NO BYE 2921-66 


1 


% 


I 










1 


I 




I 






% 




% 










V,, 


Copy #4 


REFERRED TO 

RECEIVED 

RELEASED 

SEEN BY 


OFFICE 

SIGNATURE 

DATE 

TIME 

DATE 

TIME 

NAME & OFFICE SYMBOL 

DATE 

£^dci 

7 







fA 

































Handle Via Indicated Controls 


BYEMAN 


Access tothis document will be restricted to those persons 
cleared for the specific projects; 


OXCART 


WARNING 


This document contains information affecting the notional security of the United States within the meaning 
of the espionage laws U. S. Code Title 18, Sections 793 and 794. The law prohibits its transmission or 
the revelation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner 
prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the 
detriment of the United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated and authorized 
to receive information in the designated control chonnels. Its security must be maintained in accordance 
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21 December 1966 


Mr. J. Patrick Coyne 
Executive Secretary 
The President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board 
Executive Office Building 

Dear Pat: 

Herewith is a copy of Dick Helms' letter to the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget concerning the A- 12/ 
SR-71 problem. 


Sincerely, 


John A. Bross 

Attachment 

BYE 2921-66, Cy No. 8 


Distribution: 

1 & 2 - Addressee w/att. 

3 - ER w/ o att. 

4 - NIPE/PFIAB w/att. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 


DEC 1 5 1966 


Honorable Richard Helms 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dick: 

Enclosed is a draft memorandum for the President summarizing 
our decisions on Monday. I will be available to discuss any 
changes you may wish to make. Due to the time pressures con- 
nected with the FI 1968 Budget, we should try to take this 
to the President as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 



Director 


Enclosure 


WHEN WITH ENCLOSURES 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 


25X1 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 







2 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


% 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


% 




g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 




1 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


g 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R000100010001-1 

I UP SbCKbl 


CONTROL NO. 


REFERRED TO 

OFFICE 

RECEIVED 

RE LEASED 

i SEEN BY 

SIGNATURE 

DATE 

TIME 

DATE 

TIME 

NAME & OFFICE SYMBOL 

DATE 










































Handle Via Indicated Controls 


BYEMAN 


Access tothis document will be restricted to those persons 
cleared for the specific projects; 


WARNING 


This document contains information affecting the national security of the United States within the meaning 
of the espionage laws U. S. Code Title 18, Sections 793 and 794. The law prohibits its transmission or 
j the revelation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner 
prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the 
detriment of the United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated and authorized 
to receive information in the designated control channels, Its security must be maintained in accordance 
with regulations pertaining to BYEMAN Control System. 


TOP SECRET 


% 

'//// Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 20*10/06/08 : CIA-RDP75B00157R060ld0010601-1 


GROUP I 

Eacluded from automatic 
downgrading and dec lots ificot 




///////, 





